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Dearest creature in creation,

'diarist 'kriztfs in kriz'eifan

Studying English pronunciation.

'stadiig 'nghf praunansi:'eifan

I will teach you in my verse,

ar wil titf jur in mai v3is

Sounds like corpse, corps, horse and worse.

saundz laik ka:ps kas ha:s and wa:s

It will keep you, Susy, busy,

it wil kitp jur 'su:zi, 'bizi

Make your head with heat grow dizzy.

meik jo: hed wid hi:t grau 'dizi

Tear in eye, your dress you'll tear,

tiarin ali jor dres ju:l tes

Queer, fair seer, hear my prayer.

kwia fea 'siza hia mai prea

Pray, console your loving poet,

prel kan'saul jo1 'lavin 'pauit

Make my coat look new, dear, sew it.

meitk mai kaut luk nju: dis sau It

Just compare heart, hear and heard,

d3nst kam'pea haz:t his and h3:d

Dies and diet, lord and word,

daiz and 'dant I>:d and w3:d

Sword and sward, retain and Britain,

sa:d and swa:d ri'tein and 'britn

(Mind the latter how it's written).

maind 83 'lets hau its 'rnitn

Made has not the sound of bade,

meld haz not ds saund bv bad

Say-said, pay-paid, laid but plaid.

sel sed pel peid leid bat plaed

Now | surely will not plague you,

nau ali 'fusli wil npt pleig ju:

With such words as vague and ague.

wid satf w3:dz sz veig and 'eigju:

But be careful how you speak.

bat bir 'keaful hav jur spirk

Say: gush, bush, steak, streak, break, bleak,

sel gAf buf steik strizk breik blizk

Previous, precious, fuchsia, via,

'prizvias 'prefas 'fjuifs 'vaie

Recipe, pipe, studding-sail, choir,

'resipi paip 'stadnsal 'kwaia

Woven, oven, how and low,

'wauvn 'Avan hau and lau

Script, receipt, shoe, poem, toe.

skript ri'siit fu: 'pauim tau

Say, expecting fraud and trickery,

sel 1k'spektin frord and 'triksri

Daughter, laughter and Terpsichore,

'dorts 'la:fta and t3:p'sikari

Branch, ranch, measles, topsails, aisles,

bra:ny ra:ntf 'mi:zlz 'tbpslz 'aillz

Missiles, similes, reviles,

'misailz 'similiz ri'vailz

Wholly, holly, signal, signing,

'hauli 'holi 'signl 'sainin

Same, examining, but mining.

seim 1g'zeminin bat 'mainin

Scholar, vicar, and cigar,

'skols 'vika and si'ga:

Solar, mica, war and far.

'saula 'maiks wa: and fa:

From desire: desirable-admirable from admire,

fram di'zais di'zairabl '@dmirabl fram ad'mais

Lumber, plumber, bier, but brier,

'IaAmba 'plama bis bat 'brais

Topsham, brougham, renown, but known,

'topfam 'bruim ri'naun bat naun

Knowledge, done, lone, gone, none, tone,

'nolidz dan laun gon nan taun

One, anemone, Balmoral,

WAN 3'nemani: bael'moral

Kitchen, lichen, laundry, laurel.

'kigin 'latkn 'Ia:ndri "loral

Gertrude, German, wind and Wind,

'g3:truid 'd3g3:man wind and waind

Beau, kind, kindred, queue, mankind,

bau kaind 'kindrid kju: mank'aind
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Tortoise, turquoise, chamois-leather,

'tortas 'tartkwoiz 'fami 'leds

Reading, Reading, heathen, heather.

'rizdin 'redin 'hizdan 'heds

This phonetic labyrinth

d1s fau'netik 'laebirin®

Gives moss, gross, brook, brooch, ninth, plinth.

givz mps graus bruk brautf nain® phn®

Have you ever yet endeavoured

hav ju: 'eve jet en'devad

To pronounce revered and severed,

ta prau'nauvns ri'viad and 'sevad

Demon, lemon, ghoul, foul, soul,

'dizman 'leman gu:l faul saul

Peter, petrol and patrol?

'piits 'petral and pa'traul

Billet does not end like ballet;

'bilit daz not end laik 'baelel

Bouquet, wallet, mallet, chalet.

bu:'ker 'woht 'maelit 'falei

Blood and flood are not like food,

blad and flad a: not laik fu:d

Nor is mould like should and would.

na: 1z mauld laik fud and wud

Banquet is not nearly parquet,

'bankwit 1z not 'niali 'pa:ki

Which exactly rhymes with khaki.

witf 1g'zaktli raimz wid 'ka:ki

Discount, viscount, load and broad,

'diskaunt 'vaikaunt lsud and bra:d

Toward, to forward, to reward,

'tord te 'forwad ta n'woid

Ricocheted and crocheting, croquet?

'nkaferd and 'kraufeiin krau'kel

Right! Your pronunciation's OK.

rait jo1 praunansi:'eifanz au'kel

Rounded, wounded, grieve and sieve,

'raundid 'wu:indid gri:v and siv

Friend and fiend, alive and live.

frend and fiznd a'laiv and liv

Is your R correct in higher?

1z jou[r] ar ka'rekt in 'hais

Keats asserts it rhymes Thalia.

kizts @'s3:ts 1t raimz 6a'laie

Hugh, but hug, and hood, but hoot,

hju: bat hag and hud bat hu:t

Buoyant, minute, but Minute.

'boiant 'minit bat mai'njurt

Say abscission with precision,

sel &b'sifan wid pri'sizan

Now: position and transition;

nauv pa'zifan and train'sizan

Would it tally with my rhyme

wud 1t 'teeli wid mai raim

If | mentioned paradigm?

If a1 'menfand 'paeradaim

Twopence, threepence, tease are easy,

'tApans 'Oripans tirz a: 'irzi

But cease, crease, grease and greasy?

bat si:s kriis grizs and 'gri:zi

Cornice, nice, valise, revise,

'kaznis nais va'lizs ri'vaiz

Rabies, but lullabies.

'reibizz bat 'lalsbaiz

Of such puzzling words as nauseous,

pv sAY 'pazlin w3idz az 'na:fas

Rhyming well with cautious, tortious,

raimin wel wid 'ko:fss 'taifes

You'll envelop lists, | hope,

juslin'velap lists ar haup

In a linen envelope.

In 3 'linin 'envalaup

Would you like some more? You'll have it!

wud ju: latk sam mda ju:l hav it

Affidavit, David, davit.

xfi'devit 'deivid 'devit

To abjure, to perjure. Sheik

ta a&eb'dzus ta 'p3:d3e [eik

Does not sound like Czech but ache.

daz not saund laik tfek bat ek
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Liberty, library, heave and heaven,

'ibati 'laibrari hi:v and 'hevan

Rachel, loch, moustache, eleven.

ra'fel lox mu'sta:f r'levan

We say hallowed, but allowed,

wi: sel 'halsud bat s'laud

People, leopard, towed but vowed.

'piipl 'lepad taud bat vaud

Mark the difference, moreover,

ma:k 89 'diferans maa'rauva

Between mover, plover, Dover.

bi'twiin 'muiva 'plava 'dauve

Leeches, breeches, wise, precise,

'lirtfiz 'britfiz waiz pri‘sais

Chalice, but police and lice,

'faelis bat pa'lizs and lais

Camel, constable, unstable,

'kamal 'kanstabl an'steibl

Principle, disciple, label.

'prinsipl di'saipal 'leibl

Petal, penal, and canal,

'petl 'piznal and ka'nael

Wait, surmise, plait, promise, pal,

weit sa'maiz plaet '‘promis pal

Suit, suite, ruin. Circuit, conduit

sjurt swirt 'ruzin 's3:kit 'kondit

Rhyme with shirk it and beyond it,

raim wid [3:k it and bi'jpnd 1t

But it is not hard to tell

bat it 1z not ha:d to tel

Why it's pall, mall, but Pall Mall.

wal its po:l mo:l bat pel mel

Muscle, muscular, gaol, iron,

'masl 'maskjuls dzeil 'aian

Timber, climber, bullion, lion,

‘timba 'klaima 'bulian 'laian

Worm and storm, chaise, chaos, chair,

w3im and sto:m feiz 'keibs fea

Senator, spectator, mayor,

'senata spek'teita mea

Ivy, privy, famous; clamour

"aivi 'privi 'feimas 'klaems

Has the A of drachm and hammer.

haz ®a el bv drem and 'hams

Pussy, hussy and possess,

'pusi 'hazi and pa'zes

Desert, but desert, address.

di'z3:t bat 'dezat a'dres

Golf, wolf, countenance, lieutenants

golf wulf 'kauntinans lef'tenants

Hoist in lieu of flags left pennants.

hoist in lju: pv fleegz left 'penants

Courier, courtier, tomb, bomb, comb,

'kuris 'kaatis turm bom kaum

Cow, but Cowper, some and home.

kau bat 'kuipa sam and haum

Solder, soldier! Blood is thicker,

'splda 'sauldza biad 1z 'B1ks

Quoth he, than liqueur or liquor,

kwaub hi: daen li'kjus o 'lika

Making, it is sad but true,

'meikin 1t 1z sa&d bat tru:

In bravado, much ado.

In bra'veideu matf a'du:

Stranger does not rhyme with anger,

'streindga daz not raim wid 'angs

Neither does devour with clangour.

'naids daz di'vaus wid 'klaengs

Pilot, pivot, gaunt, but aunt,

'pailat 'pivat gaint bat a:nt

Font, front, wont, want, grand and grant.

font frant waunt wont grand and gra:nt

Arsenic, specific, scenic,

'arsnik spe'sifik 'sitnik

Relic, rhetoric, hygienic.

'relik 'retarik har'dziinik

Gooseberry, goose, and Close, but close,

'guzbari gu:s and klsuz bat klaus

Paradise, rise, rose, and dose.

'paeradais raiz rauvz and daus
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Say inveigh, neigh, but inveigle,

sel In'vel nel bat in'virgl

Make the latter rhyme with eagle.

meik ds 'lets raim wid 'izgl

Mind! Meandering but mean,

maind mi:'sandarin bat mi:n

Valentine and magazine.

'vaelantain and maga'ziin

And | bet you, dear, a penny,

and ai bet jur dis o 'peni

You say manifold like many,

jur ser 'maenifauld laik 'meni

Which is wrong. Say rapier, pier,

witf 1z ron sel 'reipis pia

Tier (one who ties), but tier.

'tal® wan hu taiz bat tis

Arch, archangel; pray, does erring

a:f 'a:k'eindsal prer daz '3irin

Rhyme with herring or with stirring?

raim wid 'heriry @ wid 'stairin

Prison, bison, treasure trove,

'prizn 'baisan 'trefs travv

Treason, hover, cover, cove,

'trizzn 'hbva 'kave kauv

Perseverance, severance. Ribald

p3:si'viarans 'sevarans 'ribald

Rhymes (but piebald doesn't) with nibbled.

raimz bat 'paiba:ld 'daznt wid 'nibld

Phaeton, paean, gnat, ghat, gnaw,

‘fentn 'pizan naet go:t no:

Lien, psychic, shone, bone, pshaw.

'lirzan 'satkik fbn baun [o:

Don't be down, my own, but rough it,

daunt bi: daun mai saun bat raf 1t

And distinguish Buffet, buffet;

and dis'tingwif 'bufei 'bafit

Brood, stood, roof, rook, school, wool, boon,

bru:d stud ru:f ruk sku:l wul buin

Worcester, Boleyn, to impugn.

'wusta 'bulin ta Im'pjun

Say in sounds correct and sterling

sel In saundz ka'rekt and 'st3:lin

Hearse, hear, hearken, year and yearling.

h3:s hia 'ha:kn jis and 'j3:lin

Evil, devil, mezzotint,

"izvl 'devl 'medzautint

Mind the Z! (A gentle hint.)

maind 03 zed el 'dzentl hint

Now you need not pay attention

nau ju: nird not pel 3'tenfan

To such sounds as | don't mention,

ta sAtf saundz sz ai daunt 'menfan

Sounds like pores, pause, pours and paws,

saundz laik p>az pa:z pasz and po:z

Rhyming with the pronoun yours;

'raimin wid 83 'praunauvn jd:1z

Nor are proper names included,

n>: a: 'props neimz in'klu:did

Though | often heard, as you did,

dau a1 '2:fen h3:d sz ju: did

Funny rhymes to unicorn,

'fani raimz ta 'jurnikoin

Yes, you know them, Vaughan and Strachan.

j€s jur nau dem voin and stroin

No, my maiden, coy and comely,

nau mai 'meidn ki and 'kamli

| don't want to speak of Cholmondeley.

ai daunt wont ta spitk v kal'mandli

No. Yet Froude compared with proud

nav jet frurd kam'pead wid prauvd

Is no better than McLeod.

1z navu 'bets daen ma'klaud

But mind trivial and vial,

bat 'trivial and 'vaial

Tripod, menial, denial,

‘traipod 'miznial di'naisl

Troll and trolley, realm and ream,

traul and 'troli relm and rixm

Schedule, mischief, schism, and scheme.

fedgu:l 'mistfif sizm and skiim
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Argil, Gill, Argyll, gill. Surely

‘ardzil dzil a:'gail gil 'fo:li

May be made to rhyme with Raleigh,

mei bi: meid ta raim wid 'ra:li

But you're not supposed to say

bat jo: not sa'pavzd ts sel

Piquet rhymes with sobriquet.

pi'ket raimz wid 'saubrikei

Had this invalid Invalid

had d1s 'invalid in'vaeld

Worthless documents? How pallid,

'w3:0lis 'dokjumants hau 'palid

How uncouth he, couchant, looked,

hau An'ku:6 hi: 'kautfant lukt

When for Portsmouth | had booked!

wen fa: 'poatsmab ai had 'bukt

Zeus, Thebes, Thales, Aphrodite,

zju:s Birbz 'Beilizz aefrav'daiti

Paramour, enamoured, flighty,

'paeramus &'nemad 'flaiti

Episodes, antipodes,

'episaudz @n'tipadiiz

Acquiesce, and obsequies.

®kwi:'es and 'pbsikwi:iz

Please don't monkey with the geyser,

plizz daunt 'manki wid ds 'geizs

Don't peel taters with my razor,

daunt pi:l 'teitaz wid mai 'reiza

Rather say in accents pure:

'ra:ds sel In '&ksants pjus

Nature, stature and mature.

'neifs 'staetjs and ma'tjus

Pious, impious, limb, climb, glumly,

'paias 'lmpias lim klaim 'glamli

Worsted, worsted, crumbly, dumbly,

‘wustid 'w3istid 'krambli damli

Conquer, conquest, vase, phase, fan,

'konka 'kpnkwest va:z feiz faen

Wan, sedan and artisan.

wbpn si'daen and a:ti'zen

The TH will surely trouble you

i 'tir'ery wil 'fuali 'trabl ju:

More than R, CH or W.

mda dan a: 'sir'eitf o 'dablju:

Say then these phonetic gems:

sel den dirz fau'netik dzemz

Thomas, thyme, Theresa, Thames.

'tbmas taim ta'riiss temz

Thompson, Chatham, Waltham, Streatham,

'tompsan 'tfetam 'woltam 'stretom

There are more but | forget them

des ar moa bat ai fa'get dem

Wait! I've got it: Anthony,

welt alv got it 'antani

Lighten your anxiety.

'laitn jo1 &n'zaisti

The archaic word albeit

di ar'kenk ws:d a:I'binit

Does not rhyme with eight-you see it;

dAz not raim wid et jur siz it

With and forthwith, one has voice,

wid and f530'wi® wan haz vais

One has not, you make your choice.

waAn haz not jur meik jor fois

Shoes, goes, does. Now first say: finger;

Ju:iz gauz daz nau f3:st sel 'fings

Then say: singer, ginger, linger.

den sel 'sins 'dzindza 'lings

Real, zeal, mauve, gauze and gauge,

'rizal zizl mavuv go:z and geidy

Marriage, foliage, mirage, age,

'maeridz 'fauliids mi'ra:3 eidz

Hero, heron, query, very,

'hiarau 'heran 'kwiari 'veri

Parry, tarry, fury, bury,

'paeri 'taeri 'fjuari 'beri

Dost, lost, post, and doth, cloth, loth,

dast Ipst paust and daB klp6 laub

Job, Job, blossom, bosom, oath.

d3pb dzaub 'blbsam 'buzam aub
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Faugh, oppugnant, keen oppugners,

far a'pagnant kirn a'pjuinaz

Bowing, bowing, banjo-tuners

'bauin 'bauvin 'bend3au 'tjuinaz

Holm you know, but noes, canoes,

haum ju: nau bat navz kan'u:z

Puisne, truism, Use, to use?

'pjuini 'trurizm ju:s ta juiz

Though the difference seems little,

dau 09 'diferans sirmz 'htl

We say actual, but victual,

wir sel '&ktjuzal bat 'vitl

Seat, sweat, chaste, caste, Leigh, eight, height,

sirt swet feist ka:st lir eit hait

Put, nut, granite, and unite.

put nat 'graenit and jui'nait

Reefer does not rhyme with deafer,

'rizfe daz not raim wid defa

Feoffer does, and zephyr, heifer.

'fefa daz and 'zefs 'hefa

Dull, bull, Geoffrey, George, ate, late,

dal bul 'dzefri dzo:dz et leit

Hint, pint, senate, but sedate.

hint paint 'senit bat si'deit

Gaelic, Arabic, pacific,

'geilik 'zrabik pa'sifik

Science, conscience, scientific;

'saians 'konfans saiant'ifik

Tour, but our, dour, succour, four,

tus bat aus dus 'sakas fas

Gas, alas, and Arkansas.

gaes a'la:s and 'arkanso:

Say manoeuvre, yacht and vomit,

sel ma'njuiva jot and 'vomit

Next omit, which differs from it

nekst sau'mit wig 'difez from 1t

Bona fide, alibi

'bauns 'faidi '&libai

Gyrate, dowry and awry.

'dzaiareit 'dauri and a'ral

Sea, idea, guinea, area,

sir ar'dia 'gini 'earis

Psalm, Maria, but malaria.

sarm ma'ria bat ma'learia

Youth, south, southern, cleanse and clean,

juz sauB 'sandan klenz and klirn

Doctrine, turpentine, marine.

'doktrin 't3rpantain ma'ritn

Compare alien with Italian,

keam'pea 'eihian wid I'taelian

Dandelion with battalion,

'dondilaian wi1d ba'talian

Rally with ally; yea, vye,

'reli wid 3'lai jel jix

Eye, |, ay, aye, whey, key, quay!

al al el el wel kix ki

Say aver, but ever, fever,

sel 9'v3: bat 'eva 'fizve

Neither, leisure, skein, receiver.

'naids 'leza skein ri'sitva

Never guess-it is not safe,

'neva ges It 1Z not seif

We say calves, valves, half, but Ralf.

wir sel ka:vz vaelvz ha:f bat reif

Starry, granary, canary,

'stari 'graenari ka'neari

Crevice, but device, and eyrie,

'krevis bat di'vais and 'eari

Face, but preface, then grimace,

feis bat 'prefis den gri'meis

Phlegm, phlegmatic, ass, glass, bass.

flem fleg'maetik s gla:s beis

Bass, large, target, gin, give, verging,

baes la:ds 'ta:git d3in giv 'vaidzin

Ought, oust, joust, and scour, but scourging;

oIt aust d3aust and skaua bat 'sk3:dzin

Ear, but earn; and ere and tear

i bat 3:n and €3 and ted

Do not rhyme with here but heir.

du: not raim wid his bat €»
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Mind the O of off and often

maind 83 au pbv bf and '2:fen

Which may be pronounced as orphan,

wif bi: prau'naunst az Difon

With the sound of saw and sauce;

wid da saund bv sd: and so:s

Also soft, lost, cloth and cross.

1lsau soft Ipst klpb and kra:s

Pudding, puddle, putting. Putting?

'pudin 'padl 'putin 'patin

Yes: at golf it rhymes with shutting.

jes &t golf it raimz wid '[atin

Respite, spite, consent, resent.

'respit spait kan'sent ri'zent

Liable, but Parliament.

'laiabl bat 'pa:liment

Seven is right, but so is even,

'sevn 1z rait bat sau 1z 'itvn

Hyphen, roughen, nephew, Stephen,

'haifan 'rafn 'nevjur 'stitvn

Monkey, donkey, clerk and jerk,

'manki 'donki kla:k and dz3:k

Asp, grasp, wasp, demesne, cork, work.

&sp gra:sp wosp di'mein kork waik

A of valour, vapid vapour,

el pv 'vals 'vepid 'veips

S of news (compare newspaper),

€s bv njuiz kem'pea 'njurspeipa

G of gibbet, gibbon, gist,

dziz bv 'dzibit 'giban dzist

| of antichrist and grist,

al pbv '&ntikraist and grist

Differ like diverse and divers,

'difs laik dai'v3:s and 'daivez

Rivers, strivers, shivers, fivers.

'rivaz 'straivaz '[ivaz 'faivez

Once, but nonce, toll, doll, but roll,

wans bat nons taul dol bat raul

Polish, polish, Poll and poll.

'paulif 'polif pol and paul

Pronunciation, think of Psyche,

praunansi:'elfan Bink pv 'saiki

Is a paling, stout and spiky.

1z 3 'pellin staut and 'spaiki

Won't it make you lose your wits

waunt It meik ju: luiz jor wits

Writing groats and saying grits?

'raitin grauts and 'senn grits

It's a dark abyss or tunnel

its @ da:k a'bis o "tanl

Strewn with stones like rowlock, gunwale,

struin wid staunz laik 'rolsk 'ganl

Islington, and Isle of Wight,

"Izlintn and ail bv wait

Housewife, verdict and indict.

'hazif 'vaidikt and in'dait

Don't you think so, reader, rather,

daunt ju: Bink sau 'rirds 'ra:ds

Saying lather, bather, father?

'senn 'l&ds 'be1ds 'fa:ds

Finally, which rhymes with enough,

'fainali wig raimz wid 1'naf

Though, through, bough, cough, hough, sough, tough??

03U Bru: bau kof hok saf taf

Hiccough has the sound of sup.

'hikap haz da saund av sAp

My advice is: GIVE IT UP!

mai ad'vais 1z giv it Ap

SNWI

TheChaosPRETTY.odt

7/7



