Frequentatives

Most definitions and examples from
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-le
OE -lian f. Germanic
forming verbs with frequentative or diminutive sense

babble (onomatapoeia)

T crump (ME bend into a curve, crook, curl up)
crumple (make crooked or bend together, contort esp. now
by crushing)

nest (build a nest; fit inside one another
nestle (settle or lie comfortably within or against; lie in a
concealed or sheltered position)

T twincan (OE wink, blink)
twinkle

wrest (forcibly pull sth from a person’s grasp; “wrest control
of” = take control of)

wrestle (force someone into a particular position or place by
grappling with them; struggle with a difficulty or problem)



-er
OE -rian

forming frequentative and iterative verbs from (parts of) verbs or
sound imitation

clatter (onomatapoeia)

shudder (tremble from fear or revulsion)

sputter, splutter (make a series of soft explosive or spitting
sounds; speak in a series of incoherent bursts as a result of
strong emotion)

spatter, splatter (cover with drops or spots, scatter)

poke, pocket

pucker (tightly gather or contract into wrinkles or small
folds)



d vi&vt

fall in small drops;

cause or allow liquid to fall in small drops;

display a copious amount or degree of a particular quality or thing

After a refreshing morning perambulation in the English morning he
returned with clothes d / with water d from his clothes.
He retorted in a voice d with sarcasm.



drip v.i. & v. t. (T drib)

fall in small drops;

cause or allow liquid to fall in small drops;

display a copious amount or degree of a particular quality or thing

After a refreshing morning perambulation in the English morning he
returned with clothes dripping/ with water dripping from his clothes.
He retorted in a voice dripping with sarcasm.



d V... &V L

fall slowly in drops or a thin stream;
pour slowly in a thin stream;

allow saliva to run from the mouth;

The paint was still d slowly in rivulets down the wood.

He d cream over his slice of apple tart with eager anticipation.
This can make babies a little irritable, more inclined to wake up crying
at night, more liable to drool and d , and need more soothing
and comfort.

drip v.i. & v. t. (T drib)

fall in small drops;

cause or allow liquid to fall in small drops;

display a copious amount or degree of a particular quality or thing

After a refreshing morning perambulation in the English morning he
returned with clothes dripping/ with water dripping from his clothes.
He retorted in a voice dripping with sarcasm.



dribble v.i. &v. t.

fall slowly in drops or a thin stream;
pour slowly in a thin stream;

allow saliva to run from the mouth;

The paint was still dribbling slowly in rivulets down the wood.

He dribbled cream over his slice of apple tart with eager anticipation.
This can make babies a little irritable, more inclined to wake up crying
at night, more liable to drool and dribble, and need more soothing
and comfort.

drip v.i. & v. t. (T drib)

fall in small drops;

cause or allow liquid to fall in small drops;

display a copious amount or degree of a particular quality or thing

After a refreshing morning perambulation in the English morning he
returned with clothes dripping/ with water dripping from his clothes.
He retorted in a voice dripping with sarcasm.



d vt
(especially of an emotional or physical shock) make unable to think or
react properly

The victim was so d from his injuries he was unable to tell police
what happened.



dazev. t.
(especially of an emotional or physical shock) make unable to think or
react properly

The victim was so dazed from his injuries he was unable to tell police
what happened.



d v. t.
(of a bright light) blind (a person or their eyes) temporarily;
amaze or overwhelm with a particular impressive quality;

The early autumn sunlight d her eyes when she stepped from
the porch.
[wasd by the beauty and breadth of the exhibition.

dazev. t.

(especially of an emotional or physical shock) make unable to think or
react properly

The victim was so dazed from his injuries he was unable to tell police
what happened.



dazzlev. t.
(of a bright light) blind (a person or their eyes) temporarily;
amaze or overwhelm with a particular impressive quality;

The early autumn sunlight dazzled her eyes when she stepped from
the porch.
[ was dazzled by the beauty and breadth of the exhibition.

dazev. t.
(especially of an emotional or physical shock) make unable to think or

react properly

The victim was so dazed from his injuries he was unable to tell police
what happened.



S v. I. & v. t. [with adverbial of direction]
move smoothly along a surface;
change gradually to a worse condition or lower level

He s___ across the ice.
The country faces the prospect of s from recession into slump.



slide v. i. & v. t. [with adverbial of direction]
move smoothly along a surface;
change gradually to a worse condition or lower level

He slid across the ice.
The country faces the prospect of sliding from recession into slump.



S v. L. [with adverbial of direction]

move smoothly over a surface with a twisting or oscillating
motion;

move unsteadily on a loose or slippery surface

The snake s out from under the rock.

Handling errors among the backs saw a couple of early and valiant
moves end in loss of possession, as the ball s and slipped
through fingers.

slide v. i. & v. t. [with adverbial of direction]
move smoothly along a surface;
change gradually to a worse condition or lower level

He slid across the ice.
The country faces the prospect of sliding from recession into slump.



slither v. i. [with adverbial of direction]

move smoothly over a surface with a twisting or oscillating
motion;

move unsteadily on a loose or slippery surface

The snake slithered out from under the rock.

Handling errors among the backs saw a couple of early and valiant
moves end in loss of possession, as the ball slithered and slipped
through fingers.

slide v. i. & v. t. [with adverbial of direction]
move smoothly along a surface;
change gradually to a worse condition or lower level

He slid across the ice.
The country faces the prospect of sliding from recession into slump



C V. 1. & V.L.
go up (a slope or staircase), ascend

Why do so many have the desire to ¢ a mountain?
Whence this need to ¢ up the greasy pole?



climbv. i. & v.t. (simple past T clamb)
go up (a slope or staircase), ascend

Why do so many have the desire to climb a mountain?
Whence this need to climb up the greasy pole?



C v. I. [with adverbial of direction]
climb or move in an awkward and laborious way, typically
using both hands and feet.

She ¢ over the scree with difficulty.

climbv. i. & v.t. (simple past T clamb)
go up (a slope or staircase), ascend

Why do so many have the desire to climb a mountain?
Whence this need to climb up the greasy pole?



clamber v. i. [with adverbial of direction]
climb or move in an awkward and laborious way, typically
using both hands and feet.

She clambered over the scree with difficulty.

climbv. i. & v.t. (simple past T clamb)
go up (a slope or staircase), ascend

Why do so many have the desire to climb a mountain?
Whence this need to climb up the greasy pole?



h v.t.
cut with rough or heavy blows

The Romans idea of a great evening was to watch gladiators h__
each other apart, and then top it off with a drunken orgy.



hack v.t.
cut with rough or heavy blows

The Romans idea of a great evening was to watch gladiators hack
each other apart, and then top it off with a drunken orgy.



h V. I
dispute or bargain persistently, especially over the cost of something

He h over the price of a ride into the city.
Besides, at the end of the day, isn't all negotiation h ?
hack v.t.

cut with rough or heavy blows

The Romans idea of a great evening was to watch gladiators hack
each other apart, and then top it off with a drunken orgy.



haggle v. i.
dispute or bargain persistently, especially over the cost of something

He haggled over the price of a ride into the city.
Besides, at the end of the day, isn't all negotiation haggling?

hack v.t.
cut with rough or heavy blows

The Romans idea of a great evening was to watch gladiators hack
each other apart, and then top it off with a drunken orgy.



t V. L
make a chirping noise

The birds were t in the branches.



tweet v. L.
make a chirping noise

The birds were tweeting in the branches.



t V. I

(of a bird) give a call consisting of repeated light tremulous
sounds;

talk in a light, high-pitched voice; talk rapidly and at length in
a trivial way

Swallows were t under the eaves.

There’s a bit of nudging and jostling while the starlings get
comfortable on their roost, but then suddenly the t

stops as though a conductor drops his baton after the final note,
then silence.

tweet v. L.
make a chirping noise

The birds were tweeting in the branches.



twitter v. i.

(of a bird) give a call consisting of repeated light tremulous
sounds;

talk in a light, high-pitched voice; talk rapidly and at length in
a trivial way

Swallows were twittering under the eaves.

There’s a bit of nudging and jostling while the starlings get
comfortable on their roost, but then suddenly the twittering
stops as though a conductor drops his baton after the final note,
then silence.

tweet v. L.
make a chirping noise

The birds were tweeting in the branches.



w V. I
speak or write at length in a vague or trivial manner, ramble.

What are you w on about?

T waffv. L.
(of a dog) bark, yap, yelp



waffle v. i.
speak or write at length in a vague or trivial manner, ramble,

What are you waffling on about?

T waffv. L.
(of a dog) bark, yap, yelp



w V.L
have a long, complicated dispute or argument

If realism is taken to mean ‘represents the world as it
actually is’, then there is plenty of room for w over
what counts in this respect.

After much debate and w they agreed to disagree.

Low Ger. wrangen (struggle)



wrangle v.i.
have a long, complicated dispute or argument

If realism is taken to mean ‘represents the world as it

actually is’, then there is plenty of room for wrangling over
what counts in this respect.

After much debate and wrangling they agreed to disagree.

Low Ger. wrangen (struggle)



1 V.i.
stay in a place longer than necessary because of a reluctance
to leave; 1. over spend a long time over; slow to disappear

The cameral lovingly on the visage of David Beckham
in the Manchester United dug-out.

The tradition 1 on in remote parts of the country.

tlengv. t.
prolong



linger v.i.
stay in a place longer than necessary because of a reluctance
to leave; 1. over spend a long time over; slow to disappear

The camera lingers lovingly on the visage of David Beckham
in the Manchester United dug-out.

The tradition lingers on in remote parts of the country.

tlengv. t.
prolong



p V. L
talk foolishly or at tedious length about something

It's even worse for them to p about privacy when it’s clearly
just a PR move



prate v. i
talk foolishly or at tedious length about something

It's even worse for them to prate about privacy when it’s clearly
just a PR move



p V. L
talk at length in a foolish or inconsequential way

The report p on gormlessly: ‘We cannot build our way out of
the problems we face on our road networks.

prate v. i
talk foolishly or at tedious length about something

It's even worse for them to prate about privacy when it’s clearly
just a PR move



prattle v. i.
talk at length in a foolish or inconsequential way

The report prattles on gormlessly: ‘We cannot build our way out
of the problems we face on our road networks.

prate v. i
talk foolishly or at tedious length about something

It's even worse for them to prate about privacy when it’s clearly
just a PR move



