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1. A permutation matrix is a matrix in which each entry is either 0 or 1 and each row and column
contains precisely one 1.

(a) Let P = (pij) be an n× n permutation matrix whose rows and columns are indexed by [n]. Define
the function f : [n]→ [n] by f(i) = j precisely when pij = 1.

Explain briefly why f is a permutation of [n].

For each i ∈ [n] there is unique j such that pij = 1. This is to say that f : i 7→ j (for row i select
the column j in which the entry 1 appears) is an injection [n] → [n], and therefore a bijection. A
permutation of [n] is by definition a bijection [n]→ [n].

[Observe that f−1 : j 7→ i (for column j select the row i in which the entry 1 appears) defines the
inverse permutation.]

(b) Prove that

P


x1
x2
...
xn

 =


xf(1)
xf(2)

...
xf(n)

 ,

and deduce that (
x1 x2 · · · xn

)
P T =

(
xf(1) xf(2) · · · xf(n)

)
.

Let

x =


x1
x2
...
xn

 .

The ith entry of the column vector Px is given by

(Px)i =
∑
j

pijxj = xf(i).

as pi,j = 0 if j 6= f(i) and pi,f(i) = 1. This yields the equation

P


x1
x2
...
xn

 =


xf(1)
xf(2)

...
xf(n)

 ,

the transpose of which is(
x1 x2 · · · xn

)
P T =

(
xf(1) xf(2) · · · xf(n)

)
,

(in which we use the fact that (AB)T = BTAT for any matrices A and B).



(c) Prove that G and G′ are isomorphic graphs if and only if a permutation matrix P exists such that

AG′ = PAGP
T .

where AG is the adjacency matrix of G and AG′ is the adjacency matrix of G′.

Let

AG =


a11 a12 · · · a1n
a21 a22 · · · a2n

· · · · · ·
an1 an2 · · · ann


and P be defined as in (a).

By (b),

P


a11 a12 · · · a1n
a21 a22 · · · a2n

· · · · · ·
an1 an2 · · · ann

 =


af(1)1 af(1)2 · · · af(1)n
af(2)1 af(2)2 · · · af(2)n

· · · · · ·
af(n)1 af(n)2 · · · af(n)n

 ,

and by the transpose version of (b),
af(1)1 af(1)2 · · · af(1)n
af(2)1 af(2)2 · · · af(2)n

· · · · · ·
af(n)1 af(n)2 · · · af(n)n

P T =


af(1)f(1) af(1)f(2) · · · af(1)f(n)
af(2)f(1) af(2)f(2) · · · af(2)f(n)

· · · · · ·
af(n)f(1) af(n)f(2) · · · af(n)f(n)

 .

There is an isomorphism G ∼= G′ if and only if, identifying the vertex set of G and vertex set
of G′ with [n], there is a bijection f : [n] → [n] such that ij ∈ E(G) iff f(i)f(j) ∈ E(G′). In
terms of the adjacency matrix AG, G ∼= G′ if and only if there is a permutation f of [n] such that
AG′ = (af(i)f(j)). In other words, AG′ = PAGP

T for some permutation matrix P as in the above
equation.

[Matoušek & Nešetřil, Invitation to Discrete Mathematics, section 4.2, exercise 4.2.12.]

2. A tree is a connected graph containing no cycles as a subgraph.

(a) Prove that if G = (V,E) is a graph containing no cycles and satisfying |V | = |E| + 1 then G is a
tree.

We just need to prove that G is connected. We proceed by induction on |V |. When |V | = 1 we
have G ∼= K1, which is connected.

Assume as inductive hypothesis that any cycle-free graph on |V | = n vertices and n− 1 edges is a
tree. Suppose G is a cycle-free graph on n + 1 vertices and n ≥ 1 edges.

Since there are no cycles and at least one edge there must be a vertex v of degree 1 in G, adjacent
to vertex u. (Consider a connected component of G, which is a tree, since it has no cycles and is
connected, and we know a tree with at least one edge has two or more vertices of degree 1.)1

Then by induction hypothesis G − v is a tree (it has n vertices and n − 1 edges and contains no
cycles). The graph G obtained by adding v and its single incident edge uv to G − v retains the
property of having no cycles and is connected (to get from v to any vertex there is a path through
u).

Hence G is a tree and the induction step goes through.

[Alternative proof using the result of 2(c): consider the connected components of G containing no
cycles: each of these is a tree (U,F ), for which we know |U | = |F |+ 1. If there are k ≥ 1 connected
components then we have |V | = |E|+ k, so k = 1 and G is connected.]

1Or, repeating the standard proof given for trees, consider a maximal path beginning at a vertex of degree at least 1 -
this must end in a vertex of degree 1, for otherwise the path could either be continued (contradicting maximality) or there
would be an edge from the endpoint of the path to one of its other vertices forming a cycle (contradicting the assumption
that there are no cycles).



(b) Prove that if G = (V,E) is a connected graph and |V | = |E|+ 1 then G is a tree.

Consider a connected graph G satisfying |V | = |E|+ 1 ≥ 2. The sum of the degrees of all vertices
is thus 2|E| = 2|V | − 2. This means (as in (a)) that not all vertices can have degree 2 or larger,
and since all the degrees are at least 1 (by connectedness), there exists a vertex v of degree exactly
1. The graph G− v is again connected and it satisfies |V (G− v)| = |E(G− v)|+ 1. Hence it is a
tree by the inductive hypothesis, and thus G is a tree as well.

(c) Prove the converse of (b).

The converse statement to (b) is that if G = (V,E) is a tree (connected and no cycles) then G is
connected and |V | = |E|+ 1.

We wish to prove that if G = (V,E) is connected with no cycles then |V | = |E|+ 1.

The statement is true for |V | = 1, when G = K1.

We may assume G is a tree with at least two vertices. Let v be a vertex of degree 1 in G, adjacent
to vertex u. Suppose as inductive hypothesis that the tree G − v satisfies the conclusion that
|V (G− v)| = |E(G− v)| − 1. Then |V (G)| = |V (G− v)|+ 1 and |E(G)| = |E(G− v)|+ 1 (adding a
vertex of degree 1 increases number of vertices and edges both by 1), whence |V (G)| = |E(G)| − 1,
establishing the induction step.

[Matoušek & Nešetřil, Invitation to Discrete Mathematics, section 5.1, Theorem 5.1.2(v) and exercise 5.1.2]


