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Dear colleagues, welcome to Prague.
We are happy to host ICALP in Prague again after 19 years. We hope that you will enjoy the

meeting, its scientific content, as well as the beauty and rich culture of our city and country.
In this booklet you will find details about the conference programme and a few notes on local

matters.
We are grateful for generous support from AVAST and RSJ, which include both travel grants for

young women researchers and students and direct support of the conference. We thank the School
of Computer Science (Charles University, Faculty of Mathematics and Physics) and the Center of
Excellence — Institute for Theoretical Computer Science (project P202/12/G061 of Czech Science
Foundation) for their support.
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Programme overview

Tuesday July 10
8:15 – 8:30 Opening ∗

8:30 – 9:30 Invited lecture ∗ (chair D. Marx)
Richard Ryan Williams:

Lower Bounds by Algorithm Design: A Progress Report
10:00 – 12:00 Contributed talks of tracks A, B in parallel sessions
11:40 – 12:00 Best student paper of track B
13:30 – 16:00 Contributed talks of tracks A, B in parallel sessions
16:45 – 17:45 A special session in honor of Prof. Maurice Nivat ∗ (chair D. Sannella)

Pierre-Louis Curien:
Un honnête homme (talk will be in English)
Giorgio Ausiello:
Maurice Nivat: Building a scientific community

18:00 – 20:00 Welcome party

Wednesday July 11
8:30 – 9:30 Invited lecture ∗ (chair D. Marx)

Jaroslav Nešetřil:
Sparsity — an algorithmic perspective

10:00 – 12:00 Contributed talks of tracks A, B, C in parallel sessions
13:30 – 16:00 Contributed talks of tracks A, B in parallel sessions
16:30 – 19:00 EATCS general assembly ∗

Thursday July 12
8:30 – 9:30 Invited lecture ∗ (chair D. Sannella)

Sam Staton:
Probability theory from a programming perspective

10:00 – 12:00 Contributed talks of tracks A, B, C in parallel sessions
13:30 – 15:15 Contributed talks of tracks A, B, C in parallel sessions
13:30 – 13:50 Best paper of track B — conference hall Earth
15:45 – 17:45 Awards session ∗

19:00 – 22:00 Conference dinner at Mánes ∗∗

Friday July 13
8:30 – 9:30 Invited lecture ∗ (chair C. Kaklamanis)

Alexander A. Schwarzmann:
Consistent Distributed Memory Services: Resilience and Efficiency

10:00 – 12:00 Contributed talks of tracks A, C in parallel sessions
13:30 – 14:15 Contributed talks of tracks A, C in parallel sessions
14:45 – 15:55 Best papers of tracks A, C ∗

∗ Events located in the main conference hall Sun.
∗∗ See instructions below how to get to Mánes.

Lunch breaks are daily at 12:00 – 13:30.
Morning coffee breaks are daily at 9:30 – 10:00. Afternoon coffee breaks are at 16:00 – 16:45 on
Tuesday, at 16:00 – 16:30 on Wednesday, at 15:15 – 15:45 on Thursday, and at 14:15 – 14:45 on Friday.



Tuesday morning contributed talks
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Prof. Maurice Nivat

December 21, 1937 –– September 21, 2017

Maurice Nivat was a French computer scientist. His
research spanned the areas of formal languages, pro-
gramming language semantics, and discrete geome-
try. He was a Professor of Theoretical Computer
Science at the University Paris VII ”Denis Diderot”
until he retired in 2002. He remained as Professor
Emeritus until his death in 2017.

Maurice Nivat was extremely influential in theoretical computer science in Europe. In 1972 he was
one of the founders and first President of the European Association for Theoretical Computer Science,
EATCS. Also in 1972 he founded the ICALP conference series, organising it in Paris. In 1973 he
started a series of Spring Schools in France known as ”Ecole de Printemps d’Informatique Théorique”,
that still takes place annually. And in 1975 the first issue of the journal Theoretical Computer Science
was published, with Nivat as founding Editor-in-Chief, a role he held for 25 years. Later, he was
involved in the foundation of the TAPSOFT and ETAPS conference series, the FOSSACS conference,
and many other initiatives.

Since 1983, Maurice Nivat was a corresponding member of the French Academy of Sciences. He
was also an officer of both the Légion d’honneur and the Ordre national du Mérite, and a commander
of the Ordre des Palmes académiques. He won the EATCS award in 2002. He received honorary
doctorates from the University of Bologna in 1997 and the University of Quebec in 2006.

Photo reproduced from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Nivat

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Nivat


How to get to Mánes for the conference dinner

By public transport
Starting at the hotel, take tram #22 from the stop Malovanka or #23 from Královka towards the

city centre. After approximately 18 minutes, get off at the station Národní divadlo (The National
Theatre).

Unless you have a long-term ticket, a single-ride ticket (non-transfer) can be used. It costs 24 CZK
and needs to be validated when you enter the tram.

When you leave the tram at the National Theatre, walk back along the tracks to the river, then
turn left and follow the riverbank for about 450 meters upstream towards Mánes restaurant and exhibit
hall. The tall Štítkov water tower (see image below) will help you find the right direction.

Note that the restaurant is located between the riverbank and the farther end of the island Žofín.
The entrance to the restaurant is located on the riverbank. Therefore you should not cross the bridge
leading to the island, but instead follow the riverbank for another approximately 270 meters, after
passing the bridge that lies about 180 meters from the National Theatre.

By taxi
It is enough to tell the taxi driver to go to ”Mánes” or ”Restaurant Mánes”. From the hotel the

taxi will cost approximately 200 CZK, unless you get stuck in traffic.

Coordinates
GPS: 50.0773908N, 14.4138733E
W3W: pipe.good.rifled



Local information

Catering
Lunches and coffee breaks will be served at the conference venue.

Badges
Participants are requested to wear their name badges upon registration during all professional and

social activities of ICALP 2018. Badges will serve as tickets for entrance to the conference and to the
social events.
Wi-Fi

Wi-Fi will be provided in all rooms of the conference venue without password. Several charging
points will be available.
Smoking

Smoking inside the conference venue is not allowed. Smoking outside the building is possible.
Copying

A copying service is provided upon request. Please ask any of the conference assistants. The service
is charged.
Taxi

For taxi services, please ask for help at the registration desk. We recommend to use AAA Taxi
(yellow cab) or City Taxi. We strongly advise to ask about the price before the ride, and request a
receipt.
Emergency and Medical Services

Phone Numbers:

150 Fire Fighters
155 Rescue Squad
158 Police of the Czech Republic
156 Prague City Police
112 European Emergency Number

Important Safety Information
In terms of public safety, Prague is similar to other big European cities. Tourists are sometimes

targeted by pickpockets and rogue merchants. As we would like you to spend a lovely and unforgettable
time in Prague, some recommendations follow:

• Be careful about your handbags and wallets in any public and especially touristic places where a
crowd might be present (even if it does not look like it is actually crowded). Be especially careful
if you approach a crowd that looks artificially created in a situation where you would not expect a
crowd (such as a half-empty underground train or tram or bus car).

• Be alert when someone stands too close to you in public transport, metro escalators or at the stops,
or even touches you pretending it is crowded, regardless if it really is or is not.

• Change money only in the bank, official exchange offices or ATMs or use your credit cards for
payments. Be careful when using the ATM.



Foreign Exchange and Banking
The official currency in the Czech Republic is Czech Crown (CZK). One can find many exchange

offices and banks in Prague, and it is possible to withdraw CZK at ATMs. All major international
cards are accepted in shops, hotels and restaurants.
VAT Refund

All foreign visitors to the Czech Republic (except those coming from countries of the European
Union) can apply for value added tax (VAT) refund. In order to get the VAT refund the foreigners
must fulfill the following conditions:

• The price of the goods including VAT must exceed 2,000 CZK.
• Goods must be purchased on one day from a retailer marked by a TAX REFUND sign.
• The purchased goods must leave the country within 30 days after the day of purchase.
• VAT refund must be claimed 1) with the same retailer in person or 2) through specialized collecting

agencies (such as Global Blue, Global Refund, Premier Tax Free).

How to get VAT refund:

1. At the retailer request the VAT REFUND FORM and the receipt. Fill-in the form including the
VAT amount, and have it stamped by the retailer.

2. Have your VAT REFUND FORM validated at the border or at the airport by the Czech Customs
Office. If you travel by train you must ask for a Customs officer.

3. a) Stop at any of the specialized collecting agency’s refund offices at the border and get the cash; or
b) return home and mail your VAT forms and receipts to any of the specialized collecting agencies,
requesting the refund; or c) keep all the forms and receipts and claim the refund with the same
retailer during your next trip to the Czech Republic (within 90 days from the day of purchase).

Tax is not refunded on food, cigarettes, alcohol, and petrol.
Electricity

Electricity in the Czech Republic is a 230 V/50 Hz system, with Euro plug (CEE 7/16).
Shops and Shopping Centers

Most shops and shopping centers open the whole week from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Big shopping centers
are closed during state holidays.


